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Checkerboard Squage,

Checkerboard Squares

Bob Hogemark, Caller
Thursday evenings Mainstream
7:00-9:00 First Presbyterian Church

After several years of record numbers, we had a much
lighter response to our beginner program this year. The
dancers who did join us got into the swing of things (pun
intended) quickly and did very well. However, some folks
had scheduling issues but hope to try again next year,
while others had fun but decided square dancing’s not for
them. Still, we’re happy to welcome two new committed
dancers, Kate and Joan, who have faithfully traveled all
the way from Bridger every week and are dancing as
partners.

The upside of all this is that our newest dancers will
get lots of individual attention. Last year’s new dancers
also say they’re gaining more skill and confidence going
through the program again with fewer new dancers and
more experienced ones to help them make sense of it all.
Silver linings!

Our October 30th dance was the day before Halloween
so we didn’t dare go without a party. There was way too
much good food, plus a costume contest complete with
“winners cups,” and door prizes. Yes, we saved some
time for dancing. Congratulations to our costume contest
winners: John, first; Becky, second; Mark and Mary, third.

Dancing will be a little light in November. Both Bob and
Hunter have other commitments on November 13 so we’ll
be dark that night. November 27 is Thanksgiving; we’ll
probably all need some exercise by that evening, but none
of us will feel like doing any! You’re always welcome on
the other Thursdays; come and meet Kate and Joan!

If you haven’t paid your $10 dues yet, remember that
we need them by December 1. If you also dance with
Silhouettes or the Plus group and paid there, please let
Ann know. Thanks!

Smiling faces all around at the October 16
beginner registration dance.

Billings Plus Group

Lynn Strobel, Bob Hogemark, Hunter Keller, callers
7:00-9:00 p.m., First Presbyterian Church
Saturdays, see website or calendar for dates

We’ve been enjoying two squares every Saturday.
Actually, it’s often closer to three; meaning that if you
need to sit one out, there’s always someone available to
fill a square. A special shoutout goes to Terri and Dan who
come from Bridger every week, with tasty snacks in hand!
Same goes for our interstate dancers Louise, Sandy, Sheila
and Julie from Wyoming. We admire your dedication!

We’re looking forward to seeing Dee and Brent when
they return from their voyage. Then the gang will be all
here until the snowbirds start disappearing. Speaking of
snowbirds, we’re enjoying Larry and Susan’s extended
stay this year so the round dancers have a real live cuer
for a little longer in the season. Thanks Larry and Susan!

This extended autumn season can’t last forever. When
winter does finally bring challenging driving conditions,
please remember to check your email in case we have to
cancel a dance.

Here’s wishing you all a wonderful Thanksgiving!

Haven’t been to a dance for a while? Had to miss a
beginner class or two? Are there calls that just aren’t
sticking with you? Or do you just wish you could get a
little more experience?

We all sometimes wish we could get in a little more
practice. And while it’s not the same as “real life,”
there are ways to do that online. On our website,
squaredancemontana.com, there’s a link on the beginner
page to Saddlebrooke Squares YouTube demonstrations.
Or, to see things from a different angle, google About
Taminations - Tam Twirlers for animated birds-eye-
view demonstrations of the calls. Both are very helpful.
Hardest part is remembering the name of the calls you
want to review!

Try them and see which works for you.
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Guidelines for Dancers

The following came from a USDA (United Square
Dancers of America) publication for new dancers. But
let’s face it, no matter how long we 've danced, we still
have those “new dancer” moments! Over time, we also
develop certain habits, or forget some of the things we
were taught in our early dancing days. Beginner or
experienced, there is something here that's useful for all
of us. Some things mentioned here are obviously directed
toward areas where there are more dancers, clubs and
callers. They still apply to us when we travel to dance to
different callers, possibly at much larger dances.

1. Dance at other clubs. Your home club needs your
support and there should always be a special place for the
club where you learned to dance. But you are missing one
of the great things about square dancing if you only dance
with your home club.

2. Dance to other callers. During lessons you tuned in
to the caller who taught you, and you will always have
a special place for him/her. Every caller has a different
style, that’s part of the fun.

3. Dance in the front of the hall. The tendency for the
newer dancers is to hide in the back of the hall where they
think the caller can’t see their square break down. A good
caller watches the whole floor, including the back square.
Don’t be afraid to dance in the front square.

4. Dance with experienced dancers. Sometimes an
outreached hand from a more experienced dancer is all
your square needs to keep going.Everyone dancing today
was a new dancer at one time and can remember how it
felt.

5. Touch hands after every move. Establish your
position by touching hands after every move. If you are
lost, at least you’ll have company.

6. Keep dancing. To use all the information you
bave learned andto make it become second nature, it’s
important to practice, practice, practice.

7. Be aware of your level. Look for dances advertised at
the level you know.

8. Stay at your level awhile. The level you dance has
nothinfg to do with how good a dancer you are. It has to
do with how much time you are willing to devote to our
hobby. You may never choose to move to another level
and that’s fine. Don’t make a choice until you have danced
Mainstream for at least a full year. Don’t let anyone rush
you!

9. Square dance for fun. The odds are pretty good that
someone is going to make a mistake (even a caller makes
one sometime). Don’t worry about whose fault it was, it
doesn’t matter. Regroup and keep smiling!

10. Finally, jump right in when the music starts, get
in the first open square, do not pass one up, introduce
yourself, smile and have fun. Thank everyone when the
tip is over.

November 2025

Silhouettes

Larry & Susan Sperry, Hunter Keller, Cuers
Sundays: see website for times
http://www.larrysperry.com

We had a good turnout for the new Waltz class. We
have 5 couples who have been attending our previous
lessons and 4 new couples. In three weeks of lessons,
they have learned “Tips Of My Fingers.” Bob Hindley
is filming and editing the sessions and making those
available to new dancers.

The Monday Silhouettes have been reviewing some
intermediate Rumbas and learning new phase 4 Foxtrot
figures and phase 4 and 5 West Coast Swing.

We are planning a Round Dance party on Tues Dec 16
at Casa Village Rec hall. That will be our final Silhouette
session until April 6, 2026. Larry will cue Rounds at
the caller’s Christmas Dance on Saturday Dec 6 at First
Presbyterian Church.

Larry and Susan Sperry

L

& B

Costume contest winner John and the best
looking witches in town were among the
not-so-scary characters at the
Checkerboards’ Halloween dance.
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YSDC Executive Committee 2014-2015

Office Name Phone Email Address
President Dave Nelson 406-652-5849 dnels@bresnan.net
Vice President Brent Littler 406-480-0076 bwilittler@gmail.com
Treasurer Dee Littler 406-480-0978 goodtogomom@gmail.com
Secretary Pat Hastings 406-696-0281 pathast@live.com

YSDC Standing Committee Chairpersons
Committee Name Phone Email Address
Grapevine Editor Ann Hindley 406-373-6959 achindley@gmail.com
Insurance Dee Littler 406-480-0978 goodtogomom@gmail.com
Improvement Board Hunter Keller 406-690-2640 Hunter@HunterKeller.com

Callers and Cuers

Name Phone Email Address Website
Caller Bob & Wyette Hogemark 406-690-3363 bhogemark@pcsd5.org
Caller Hunter Keller 406-690-2640 Hunter@HunterKeller.com hunterkeller.com
Cuer Larry & Susan Sperry 406-656-1093 sperryscue@earthlink.net larrysperry.com
Caller Lynn & Judy Strobel 406-234-7384h, 406-951-1088c strobell@midrivers.com lynnstrobel.com

Club Dance Locations
Square Dance: First Presbyterian Church, 13th Street South and Poly Drive, Billings
Round Dance: Casa Village Rec Hall, 110 Tracer Drive, Billings

Yellowstone Square Dance Council (YSDC) Grapevine Newsletter

YSDC is an educational, non-profit organization for the promotion of square, round, folk, clogging and related dance
instruction in the eastern Montana-northern Wyoming areas. Please send Grapevine mail to Ann Hindley, Editor YSDC
Grapevine, 3143 Cline Rd., Billings, MT 59105.

Address all articles and correspondence to the editor. You may also send editorial matter via email to achindley@gmail.
com. Photos may be mailed or may be submitted in high resolution digital format via email. The deadline for all materials
is the 20th of the month preceding publication.

YSDC CLUBS WEEKLY SCHEDULE

Day Time Club Location
Monday 7-9 p.m. Silhouettes Round Dancing Casa Village Rec Hall
Tuesday 7:15-8:45 p.m. Beginner Round Dancing (closed) Casa Village Rec Hall
Thursday 7-9 p.m. Checkerboard Squares beginners/mainstream First Presbyterian Church
Saturday 7-9 p.m. p.m. Plus Dancing (as scheduled, see calendar) First Presbyterian Church

Visitors dancing at the appropriate level are always welcome at any club dance. No dress code. Please check the
monthly calendar elsewhere in this newsletter and also our website for schedule updates and cancellations.

OPEN DANCE SCHEDULE

Date Time Event Featured Caller/Cuer Location
November 22 7-9 p.m. Fourth Saturday Frolic* Hunter Keller First Presbyterian, Billings
December6 7-9 p.m. Callers’ Christmas Dance All Callers & Cuers First Presbyterian, Billings
December 27 7-9 p.m. Pre-New Year’s Eve Dance Hunter Keller First Presbyterian, Billings
Janurary 24 7-9 p.m. Fourth Saturday Frolic* Hunter Keller First Presbyterian, Billings
March 28 see flyer Spring Dance Lynn Strobel First Presbyterian, Billings
May 8 7-9 p.m. Beginner Hoedown Bob Hogemark First Presbyterian, Billings
May 2 several Magic City Hoedown Butch Suttey, L&S Sperry First Presbyterian, Billings

* All 4th Saturday Frolic dances are mainstream dances by callers as listed above, with round dancing between tips.

STATE, REGIONAL & NATIONAL DANCES

Date Event Featured Caller/Cuer Location
May 2 Magic City Hoedown Caller: Butch Suttey Cuer: L&S Sperry Billings, MT
May 22-25 2026 Montana State Festival Caller: A. Allemao Cuer: L. & S Sperry Helena, MT
June 24-27 Ph. 4 Round Dance Clinic Larry & Susan Sperry Lolo, MT
June 24-27 Nat'| Square Dance Convention All Callers/Cuers Waco, TX
July 10-12 Plus on the Boulder Lynn & Judy Strobel, Larry & Susan Sperry Big Timber, MT
July 31-Aug. 1 Mainstream at Lolo Lynn & Judy Strobel, Larry & Susan Sperry Lolo, MT
August 6-8 Lolo Stomp Plus Weekend Lynn & Judy Strobel Lolo, MT
September 10-13  Buggy Stomp Sperry, Strobel, Guille Laramie, WY

Flyers for many of these dances can be viewed at www.squaredancemontana.com and/or caller websites
We'll also have flyers at the club dances at First Presbyterian. Check them for more details.



