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Billings Plus Group

Lynn Strobel, Bob Hogemark, Hunter Keller, callers
7:00-9:00 p.m., First Presbyterian Church
Saturdays, see website or calendar for dates

Thanks to everyone who came to the Callers and Cuers
Christmas Dance and the Pre-New Year’s Dances, both in
December. When it comes to fun and great dancing, we
definitely got our money’s worth!

Our December 13 dance was canceled due to winter road
conditions, so we consider ourselves lucky that the two
holiday dances were spared. This might be a good time for
a reminder to keep a close eye on your email during the
winter months for cancellation notices.

Larry and Susan, George and Gail, our final snowbirds,
have now flown. We wish all our sunbelt folks a winter of
happy dancing and we look forward to seeing them again
in the spring.

We’ll close out January with a treat when Hunter calls
the Plus dance on January 31. He’s also calling the
Saturday before that for the Fourth Saturday Frolic. Talk
about starting the year off right! Let’s show him a great
turnout for both.

In the meantime, Happy New Year and here’s to a bunch
of good dancing in 2026!

USDA Insurance Explained

In case you were wondering ... Following is the USDA
Dancers Insurance Program as outlined on the USDA
website:

Liability Insurance

Limits of protection: $1,000,000 combined single limit
of liability for bodily injury and property damage per
occurrence (subject to a $100 property damage deductible
per claim) while participating in scheduled and sponsored
dancing activities. $100,000 limit for damage to premises
rented to you.

Who is covered: The club and its members while
participating in club or organization sponsored and
supervised dancing activities. Liability coverage applies in
the United States, its territories or possessions.

Accident & Medical Insurance

Limits of coverage: $10,000 Usual and Customary
Accident Medical Expense, including Dental $10,000,
Accidental Death Benefit $10,000, Accidental
Dismemberment Benefit (loss of both hands, both feet,
sight of both eyes, or any combination thereof), $5,000
Accidental Dismemberment Benefit (loss of one hand, one
foot, sight of one eye).

Note: Coverage is excess to any other valid and
collectible medical insurance covering the same accident.

Yellowstone Square Dance Council

GOUNCGIL MEETING
RESCHEDULED

Saturday, December 10 - 5 p.m.
First Presbyterian Church
These meetings are open to all square and round
dancers. You may have ideas you'd like to see
addressed, or implemented, or just thrown "out there"
to see what sticks. They may not seem like much, but
it’s those ideas that keep a group fresh and growing. So
come join us and share your ideas for the new year.

Coverage provided for covered medical expenses incurred
within 52 weeks of the accident up to $10,000 for all
eligible expenses as stated in the Policy.

Who is covered: Club members will be insured while
participating in any regularly scheduled and sponsored
dancing activity worldwide, including group travel (10 or
more club members) in a vehicle commercially licensed
for transportation of passengers and operated by a person
holding a valid operators license for such vehicle, while
being transported to or from a covered dancing activity.

What is covered: Accidental bodily injury sustained
by an insured person while participating in dancing
activities sponsored and supervised by a recognized club
or organization.

Period of coverage: The insurance year is January
1 through December 31. Coverage becomes effective
for individual clubs under the policy on the day the
application and premium for insurance is received by
the USDA National Insurance Coordinator. There is no
pro-rate provision. This is necessary due to the large
administrative expense of maintaining different policy
dates.

For Information About USDA Insurance or USDA,
E-Mail at: Insurance@usda.org or Info@usda.org
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s ] Checkerboard Squares

Bob Hogemark, Caller
Thursday evenings Mainstream
7:00-9:00 First Presbyterian Church

Silhouettes

Larry & Susan Sperry, Hunter Keller, Cuers
Sundays: see website for times
http://www.larrysperry.com

The Checkerboard Squares haven’t danced for a while
since both Christmas and New Year’s Day were on
Thursday this time. We saw 2025 out with a bang, though,
with our Christmas dance on December 18. Caller Bob’s
music had a decidedly Holiday flavor to put anyone in the
mood who wasn’t already. If you know anything about
square dance parties, you know there was plenty of good
food to help keep the dance energy up. A few lucky people
also went home with door prizes.

Even though we didn’t dance the final two Thursdays of
2025, the Checkerboard Squares were well represented at
Hunter’s Pre-New Year’s Eve dance. Thanks to all who
came.

Don’t forget the next Fourth Saturday Frolic on January
24. These Fourth Saturday dances are always Mainstream.
They offer you a break from the learning environment of
Thursdays so you can just dance and have fun. You also
get a chance to dance to a different caller, which grows
your skill, no matter what level you’re dancing. So, see
you there!
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Door prize winners Mark,
Lorraine and Brian at the
Checkerboards Christmas
Party.

Heidi and Ray rock the outfits
worn by Peggy Conard’s parents
when they danced on a square
dance float in the 1974 Rose
Bowl Parade.

Happy New Year everyone!

The Silhouettes and the Round Dance beginners had a
combined Christmas party and dance on December 16.
The dance floor at Casa Village was full and so was the
refreshment table. It was a great evening all around.

Larry and Susan may have joined the rest of the
snowbirds by now, but the Billings Silhouettes are not
hibernating for the winter. We’ll move to the First
Presbyterian Church for the rest of the winter where
Hunter will keep us dancing. Dance time is 7-9 p.m.
Dance schedules may vary from month to month, but we
are dancing every Monday in January.

The beginner round dancers will get a chance to practice
on Thursday nights when Bob will play one of Larry’s
recordings now and then. And of course every beginner
has made a New Year’s resolution to look at and practice
those lesson videos, right?

Round Dance
Christmas Party
dancers. This is
only about half

of them; the

other half were
temporarily
exhausted from all
the fun.

We recently learned that there have been occasions when we haven’t left our dance space as we found
it. Let’s show our appreciation for this dance space and the First Presbyterian Church community for their
willingness to share it with us. Before you leave, make a quick check of your area to make sure the table and
floor are clean of crumbs and other debris. If you borrowed a chair from another table, please remember to
return that to its original place as well. On muddy/snowy evenings, bring spare shoes for dancing. Thank you!
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YSDC Executive Committee 2025-2026

Office Name Phone Email Address
President Dave Nelson 406-652-5849 dnels@bresnan.net
Vice President Brent Littler 406-480-0076 bwilittler@gmail.com
Treasurer Dee Littler 406-480-0978 goodtogomom@gmail.com
Secretary Pat Hastings 406-696-0281 pathast@live.com

YSDC Standing Committee Chairpersons
Committee Name Phone Email Address
Grapevine Editor Ann Hindley 406-373-6959 achindley@gmail.com
Insurance Dee Littler 406-480-0978 goodtogomom@gmail.com
Improvement Board Hunter Keller 406-690-2640 Hunter@HunterKeller.com

Callers and Cuers

Name Phone Email Address Website
Caller Bob & Wyette Hogemark 406-690-3363 bhogemark@pcsd5.org
Caller Hunter Keller 406-690-2640 Hunter@HunterKeller.com hunterkeller.com
Cuer Larry & Susan Sperry 406-670-3210 sperryscue@earthlink.net larrysperry.com
Caller Lynn & Judy Strobel 406-234-7384h, 406-951-1088c strobell@midrivers.com lynnstrobel.com

Club Dance Locations
Square Dance: First Presbyterian Church, 13th Street West and Poly Drive, Billings
Round Dance: Casa Village Rec Hall, 110 Tracer Drive, Billings

Yellowstone Square Dance Council (YSDC) Grapevine Newsletter

YSDC is an educational, non-profit organization for the promotion of square, round, folk, clogging and related dance
instruction in the eastern Montana-northern Wyoming areas. Please send Grapevine mail to Ann Hindley, Editor YSDC
Grapevine, 3143 Cline Rd., Billings, MT 59105.

Address all articles and correspondence to the editor. You may also send editorial matter via email to achindley@gmail.
com. Photos may be mailed or may be submitted in high resolution digital format via email. The deadline for all materials
is the 20th of the month preceding publication.

YSDC CLUBS WEEKLY SCHEDULE

Day Time Club Location
Monday 7-9 p.m. Silhouettes Round Dancing Casa Village Rec Hall
Thursday 7-9 p.m. Checkerboard Squares beginners/mainstream First Presbyterian Church
Saturday 7-9 p.m. p.m. Plus Dancing (as scheduled, see calendar) First Presbyterian Church

Visitors dancing at the appropriate level are always welcome at any club dance. No dress code. Please check the
monthly calendar elsewhere in this newsletter and also our website for schedule updates and cancellations.

OPEN DANCE SCHEDULE

Date Time Event Featured Caller/Cuer Location
January24  7-9 p.m. Fourth Saturday Frolic* Hunter Keller First Presbyterian, Billings
March 28 see flyer Spring Dance Lynn Strobel First Presbyterian, Billings
May 8 7-9 p.m. Beginner Hoedown Bob Hogemark First Presbyterian, Billings
May 2 several Magic City Hoedown Butch Suttey, L&S Sperry First Presbyterian, Billings

* All 4th Saturday Frolic dances are mainstream dances by callers as listed above, with round dancing between tips.

STATE, REGIONAL & NATIONAL DANCES

Date Event Featured Caller/Cuer Location
May 2 Magic City Hoedown Caller: Butch Suttey Cuer: L&S Sperry Billings, MT
May 22-25 2026 Montana State Festival Caller: A. Allemao Cuer: L. & S Sperry Helena, MT
June 24-27 Ph. 4 Round Dance Clinic Larry & Susan Sperry Lolo, MT
June 24-27 Nat'| Square Dance Convention All Callers/Cuers Waco, TX
July 10-12 Plus on the Boulder Lynn & Judy Strobel, Larry & Susan Sperry Big Timber, MT
July 31-Aug. 1 Mainstream at Lolo Lynn & Judy Strobel, Larry & Susan Sperry Lolo, MT
August 6-8 Lolo Stomp Plus Weekend Lynn & Judy Strobel Lolo, MT
September 4-7 Knothead Jamboree Andy Allemao West Yellowstone, MT
September 10-13  Buggy Stomp Sperry, Strobel, Guille Laramie, WY

Flyers for many of these dances can be viewed at www.squaredancemontana.com and/or caller websites
We'll also have flyers at the club dances at First Presbyterian. Check them for more details.



